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Grounding local news



  

Oakland data ...



Getting data 
from OPD

● OPD IT
● Oakland IT
● Commercial 

interests



OO CrimeData



data.openOakland.org

● Updated monthly
● Published as

– CSV

– JSON

– SqLite



Shared Context for Crime Data

● What does DATETIME mean (time crime occurred, when it was 
reported, …)? 

● Where is 73RD AV&INTERNATIONAL ?  
● Why so many block-rounded addresses (eg, 800 MILTON)?
● What is a CRIMETYPE?  What  does ASSAULT mean?
● How can I connect this data to what Oakland generates as part of 

Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) to the  FBI?
● How fresh is this data?
● What about crime from last year?
● ...



Lt. Chris Bolton



  

Geodata and mapping

● Crime data are vastly improved by GPS coordinates, 
but so are most other data.

● GOAL: Establish an Oakland-certified GIS server 
for community use! 



  

Statistics and charting



Sample application: Evaluation of 
Rockridge patrols

● Measuring the Effectiveness of Private 
Security Patrols in Lower Rockridge May 
5, 2014 [http://goo.gl/PTTaeB]

● “Causal” models are hard!

● Comparing areas ,time periods

– “Baseline” period

– National crime trends

● Simultaneous changes in

– OPD responses?

– Residents' behaviors
● “To me the best thing is connecting folks.  

Learning more, and being more aware of 
the community.  ... more accountability by 
our Police Force and City Council to 
respond to crime.”

http://goo.gl/PTTaeB


  

Measure Y

● 2004: Violence Prevention 
and Public Safety Act

● Funded by parcel, parking 
taxes

● Connecting 
OPD($12M/yr) and 
Human Services ($6M/yr)

● 2008: OPD sued,  can't use 
MY funds for training...

● Lapses in 2014



  

Going after causes  

● Crime is just the symptom
● UNITE, part of Oakland's Human Services
● Funded by Measure Y, $7M in state, federal 

grants
● Whatever else it does, MeasureY was designed 

to connect policing to crime's origins



  

What comes next?

● Take the survey

● $50M to be spent on 
Oakland IT, soon!

● Hire Director IT, OPD

● Hire CIO for Oakland

● Ask City Council

● VOTE - Nov'2014

– Mayor

– City Council #2, 4 and 6
● Changes you want to see

● http://test.electronicartifacts.com/EA/project/
after-measurey/what-should-happen-after-measurey

http://test.electronicartifacts.com/EA/project/


  

Neighborhood organizing

● Some blocks are paying for their own security patrols

● Some blocks are installing their own surveillance cameras

● Most can't afford to do either

● NCPC: Neighborhood Community Policing Committees

– Organized by police beat (eg, 22X)

– Existing connections to OPD

– Not networked to one another?!
● What beat are you in?

● Do you have an active NCPC?

● Let's network these organizations!



  

José Dorado



  

Turnkey NCPC-in-a-box

● Localized window 
into crime data

● Common interface 
to/from Oakland 
OPD, social services

● Promote inter-NCPC 
communication

● Integration across 
other social media
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